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The London Times has pubiished two articles de-
seribed as “the first ‘suthorized description of what
tha Amerlcan forces have accomiplished In France
during their firat eleven months’ participation in
lhll;'ur." The following are extracis from thets
articlen:

HE Americans In France are rap-
|dly pushing to completion the
longest and In many respects
the greatest scheme of communi-
eatlons ever used In warfare, A
trip over these lines today 1s a
deeply Impressive experience.
Binee Mr, Newton D. Baker, the
United Stutes secratury of war,
Inspected them less than three
months ngo, the work is falrly
waping forward; the very landscape clanges
overnight. -
After two solld weeks of travel, Inspecting
every miin phnse and much of the detail of this
vitet project, 1 return convineed that what the
Awmericans have aceomplished since thelr first de-
tachment of troops Ianded In France 11 months
ogo will stund out in history as one of the grent-
est nchievements of the wur. The bearing of this
vast work upon the whole war program Is su-
premely ifmportant, There I8 no doubt In my
mind that the extent of It, the menning of it and
the future posaibllities of It should be made elear
to the public, both here and In the Unlted States.

It 1s well at the outset to state some basic
facis. The French had nll their sources of supply
nenr at hand, and the establishment of thelr lines
of communication wns a comparatively slmple
affair. The British, with all thelr sources much
farther awny from the fighting areas and with
water transport entering as an lmportant factor
into their scheme, had a much more difficult task
In planning and perfecting thelr supply service,

But great as wons the Britlsh problem, that
which confronted the Amerleans when they en-
tered the war was Immensurably greater. Their
armies and all thelr woar materials had to be
brought thousands of miles from their sgources
of supply; the submarine campaign was at its
highest point of efficlency; the adoption of the
convoy system considerably reduced the capacity
of shipping facilitles, which, even In the most
fovorable clrcumstunces, would have been totally
Inndeguate to the demands made upon them;
there were no large modern ports on the coast
of France; nor was there anything like sufliclent
rallway fucilities to accommodate the vast stream
of men and materinls which must flow stendily
In, with constantly increasing volume, from the
date when the first detnchment of Unlted States
soldlers Ilnnded on French soil

At the snme tlme one must reallze that, from
the moment war wnas declured, Amerlea Itself
was rapldly resolving Into a huge engine of war,
With raw materials, Industries, eonl and rallways,
all put quickiy under government control and
each doy becoming more centrulized for the sole
purpose of multiplylng the output of war require-
ments, the pressure townrd France Inereased with
startling rapldity; fodeed, It was measured only
by the utmost lhult of avallable shipping space.
‘That situntion has continued right up to the pres-
ent, and will contlnue, no matter how great the
vutput of new ships may be, for &8 considerable
time to come,

To take care of this steadily growing volume
of men, horses, guns, foods and supplies, to re-
solve the modest exlstlng fucllities Into a per-
muanent lne of communlentions hundred of miles
in length, adequnte to eare for an army of the
future numbering millions, at the snme time meet-
Ing oll the transport requirements of the civie
population scnttered over the great stretch of
France through which these lines extended-——that
wns the task which confronted the first detach-
ment of American engineers who landed bhere 11
muonths ngo.

But with all their diffculties the Amerlcans had
one substantnl pdvantage over the Dritish, or
even the French., They were able to profit by
the three yonrs' war experience of these two na-
tions nnd shape the detnlls of u considerable part
of thelr maln program In accordance with the full
development of the British nnd French war ma-
chinery, They were not slow to avnll themselves
of this ndvantage, and the marvellous progress
they hnve made (s due in no small measure to the
quickness with which they adapted nnd lIncor-
povated Into thelr own scheme certain features of
orgnnizntion which the British and French had
evolved thirough a long perlod of actunl warfare,
The cordinl way in which the British and French
transport nnd othier officials received the Ameri-
vans and gave them every pussible kind of ald
and ndvice 18 one of the many bright chapters
in this story of achievement.

This was the only substantial advaniage the
Amerleans had, Thelr handicaps were multifold,
thelr tnsk colossal, How splendidly they attacked
thelr problems and conguered one after another
of the obstacles which confronted them stands
out In clear perspective us one passes along thelr
great lines of communieation toduy. Hixty days
more will see the greater part of the whole vust
scheme in full operation, Even now the com-
pleted part of the system Is equal to all demands
mnade upon it, and with labor snd materinls avail-
able in falrly equable proportions, as they are
pow, the npetunl construction work 1s golng nhead
maore rapidly than ever,

What the Amerfean forces In France have ne-
complished thus far s almost ineredible. For in-
statiee, out of the waste lands adjacent to an old
Freoch port they bave constructed s splendid line
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of modern docks, where every day now ships nre
pouring forth thelr cargoes of men and war
materinlg, cnrs and machinery. This dock system
Is finlshed. It supplements the old French dock
Eystem In the town, where still more ships are
constantly discharging Awerican cargoes. A huge
new warehouse system ot this point I8 nlso nenr-
ing completion; even now It I8 able to take care
of the great flood of supplies which is constantly
pouring in.

In the old part of this same const town the
Americans have Installed motor operation and
cold storage plants, a motor reception park, and
quarters for storing supplles for ordnunce nnd
aviatlon forces, These are more or less tem-
porary quarters, and will be merged In the near
future In the génernl scheme which is now being
completed In the outskirts of the town.

In addition to the new docks, warehouses and
extensive rallwny yards (these latter have a
trackage of nearly 200 miles), work Is well ad-
vanced on the pew car nssembly shop, where nl-
rendy, when I saw It In [ts Incompleted staite,
20 odd frelght cars o dny, of three different Jde-
slgns, were belng turped out and put Into Imine
dinte service. Another assembly plant has been
constructed—at a different polot—to handle all-
steel enrs, which are transported here from
Americn “"knocked-down"-——that |5, In sections, In
order to economize shipping space. At thls plant
these steel cars are now belng assembled st the
rate of & complete traln o day, and pians are
rupidly culminating for a Ilarge extension of the
work, Here, too, n huge camp has been bullt for
the pegro stevedores, also a remount camp und
two blg rest camps, each providing for many
thousands of Amerlean soldlers, who wmarch
thence from the boats to be sifted and rearranged
for dispateh to the varioos training camps farther
Inland, Not far from here work on n new 20,000-
bed hospitnl 18 forging ahead, and 30 days from
now It will be virtunlly completed. This Is the
Inrgest hospital center yet constructed. It is com-
posed entirely of small, one-story, light, alry and
attractive structures, divided Into small squares,
latd out on a great, open stretch of sanfl, sur.
rounded by pine trees, and nltogether promises
to be an ldeal Institutlon of its kind.

In this same section I8 an lmmense new artll-
lery enmp all ready for the several brigndes of
artillery which were expected when 1 was there,
and, like the hospltal enterprise, it 18 In strong
hands and promises well, In Includes a large re-
mount camp, In which were severnl thousand
horses at the time of my vislt. The work in this
rectlon, which 1= typleal of that at all the other
base ports I visited, Is being vigorously and fin-
telligently directed. Strong executlves are In
charge, und the spirlt of the workers Is excellent
throughout., Everywhere the Americans are real
fzing that they have “esught wp with them-
selves,” and now that they ean visuallze the cone
pletion of what a few months ngo looked so much
llke an Impossible undertnking they are buoyed
up, happy and inspired by thelr success; they
have conquered obatucles and overtome conditions
which only great abllity and indomltable spirit
conld possibly surmount.

One reallzes, nfter Inspecting the charncter
and extent of the work at the severnl base ports
which the Americans have taken over, thnt here
lies (he strength of their future scheme of opers
ations, These port schemes ore great sifoales
today;: but they are so worked out ms to be
capmble of almost unlimited expansion, This 1s
highly lmportant, for the wuar developments of
the past two months have cleurly pointed the
way toward gremnter unity of effort by the allles
nnd greater mobllty of actlon by the French,
Britieh and American fightlng forces. ‘The ten-
denecy 18 toward a pooling beth of effort and
supplies, the nmtural outcome of centralization
under n single command., This may easily re-
solve the American base ports In France Into
maln reserve centers, from which thelr channels
of distribution will radiate directly to rallheads
on ull parts of the front, Instead of malnly
through the intermediate and advance aren ocen-
ters, which are mow belng constructed, These
Intter, In that event, would be utllized In con-
nectlon with the great and ever-growing tralning
centers through which, for a long time to come,
the Ameriean army of 2,000,000 or mare, in the
making. must pass.

As ut the base ports, g0 1 found conditions all
nlong the bundreds of miles of the Ameriean
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for, as T have already indleated, the further de-
velopment of the great base ports may yet rob i
of some of Its originally contempluted functions;
but, however that may be, it is now one of the
maln pillars of the strocture, It comprises o wide
varlety of enterprises, nll on a huge =cile, scat-
tered at various points over a lurge géctlon of the
country, bnt skilfully linked up by rall, one
hranch dovetalled inte another, and nll combin-
ing for the quick hnndling of stores for an army
of mlillions,

An “organization chart,” showing the netivities
centered under the commanding genernl of this
grent Intermediate seetion, though not quite 5o
formldable, perhaps, reminds one of @ chart of
the Whitehall district of London, This command-
ing oflicer 15 responsible primarily for the waln
reserve stores, for the American expeditionnry
forees nnd the constant sending forward ol thelr
dally supplies; but in nddition to thht he has &
large measure of responsibility for the orguniza-
tlon and control of great camps, schools, bagse
hospltals, rest arens, engloeering nond  repalr
shops, the principal repository for “spare parts"
of all machinery used In the army, cold storage
plants, oil and petrol depots, forestry work and
control of n good-siged lubor army, which in-
cludes many thousands of negroes, Chinamen and
German prisoners of war,

A round of this huge field of operntions iw
both Ingtructive and Inspiring. At one point 1
went through an énormous locomotive assembling
and repalr works (housed o n grent modern face
tory bullding now nearing completion), built for
the Amerieans, under Freoch supervision, by a
Spanish firm; a huge oll and petrol supply sta-
tion,, a 10,000-bed hospitnl and & number of other
highly fmportant branches of n central orgnnlza-
tion which constitutes one of the renl backbone
gections of the serviee of supply. At nnother
polnt T went over groat rallway yvoards to seée the
rows upon rows of street structure warchouses
which are belng bullt to hold supplles for an
army of n million men for 80 days; an immense
refrigerating plant and countless otlier features,
all on the same prodigious scale,

Calm, quiet men are supervising It all, watch-
ing It grow betore their eyes. When the tele
phones Jingle (nnd they are never long in re-
pose) there 1s no shoutlng, no excltement; Just
qulet, firm replies to the qpestions put. There
I8 everywhere an alr of suppressed energy rather
than exuberapce or “bustie” It Is orderly prog-
ress, firmly gulded by strong minds, by capable
men. Americn has put her bhest executives Into
this work nnd they are rapldly "making good,™ as
events of the very near future are certsin to
prove.

Further plong the line 1T saw much the spme
evidence of orderliness combined with strength
In the army bakeries, In the big centean) camous
flnge plant, at the various ndvanced centers from
which the army supplies are rearrmanged for
shifting to wvarious rallhends and thence to the
golfiiers at thg front.

If, as many bellove, It {8 golng io be neces-
sary for the Americans to put an army of 8,000,
000 Into the field to enable the allles to achleve
n definlte and conclusive military vietory, then
the quick development of the full American pro-
gram I8 n matter of the highest importance to
the whole allled cause. From every point of
view the resuits of the first year's work may be
set down as a glorlous achievement, of which
Americans have every right to be proud: the
yenr's record Is n mopument to thelr seal and
thelr wonderful ability. Tt 18 n record which
promises still greater things for the near future.
it spells the beginning of the end, and points
cledarly to an overwhelming vietory for the allies.

It seems to me that the more the people of
France and England and the United States know
about this Amerlean work In France the better.
If the enemy, fulllng In his effort to deliver a
knockout blow by flinglng agninst the allied lnes
the full force of his enstern armies, released by
the collapse of Hussla, next turns his efforts to s
concentrated pence offensive, as doubtless he will,
then surely a clear knowledge of the nuture and
extent of the Ameriean achlevement to date, of
the Awmerican plans, and most of all an under-
standing of the underlylng determination to go
the whole distance nod not stop till the right
kind of pence has been secured, will steel (he
hearts of the war-weary ones and sllence the
trultors and poclfists smong us for good abd sii
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LESSON FOR AUGUST 25. ’

CONFESSING CHRIST.

(May be used with misslonury applica.
tlonu.)
“I.i':SHON TEXTS8-Luke 12:8-11; Acin 1:1.

GQOLDEN TEXT-—Whosover shiall ¢ons
fems me bofors mon, him shall the son of
man also confess before the angels of
God.—~Luke 12:8

DEVOTIONAL
18

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL—Psalms 145;
1-31; Mark (6:10-20; John 1:40-46; Ants §:18.
20: I Peter 346

READING—James 2:1+ |

I. Importance of Confessing Christ
(Luke 12:812).

To confess Christ {8 not easy; it has
never been eagy, To do 80 means ex-
posure to ridicule, contempt and per-
secution, Regnrdiess of Its lssue, the
true disciple will confess his Lord,

1. Chrizt will confess before the an-
gels of God those who confess him
before men (v. 8). The true disciple
will not be ashamed to let all men
know that he knows, loves, and serves
Christ.

2. Christ will deny before the an-
gels of God those who deny him bes
fore men (v. 9), To deny Christ hefora
men mny get one a lttle of humnn ap-
planga, but will =urely bring one to
Inzg of henven and to the sufferings of
hell forever,

3. A pernlclous testimony 1s unpur-
donable (v. 10), This testimony I8
the expression of a heart utterly per-
vorse, ntiributing the mighty works of
the Holy Spirit ns wrought by Christ
to the devil (Matt. 12-82; Mark 3:20).
The unpardonable sln will only be com-
mitted by one whose heart {s Incurally
bad, one whose moral nature is so vile
thnt he fails to disecern betweon God
and the devil—a reprobate,

oM. Divine ald glven in testimony
(vv. 11, 12). Tn the most trying hour
the Holy Spirit wiil teach the disciples
what to say, and how to sav it

Il.—Qualifications for Confeszing
Christ (Acts 1:1-11),

Christ remnined with the disciples
forty dnys after his resurrection to
prepare them for the Importint husi-
ness of witnessing for him. He had a
five-fold object:

1. To convince the disciples of the
ahsolute certalnty of his resurrection
(vv. 2, 3). Before the disciples could
undertanke the great work for which
they hnd been preparing, the gquestion
of Christ's resurrection must bhe set-
tled beyond a donbt. No one enn preach
the gospel who does not haye certnlnty
of convietion touching the resurrec-
tion.

2, To instrnet the digeiples In
things pertaining to the klogdom of
GGod (vv. 8, 6, 7). Thelr unwillingness
to hear Christ's Instruction (John 16:

2, 13) before hia passion shut out
much valuable Informution, so the Lord
tarries to supply this need. They had
n wrong Ides as to the kingdom belng
restored, not as to fact, but as to time,
Christ had angain and again predicted
n coming kingdom In harmony with
the united testimony of the prophets
of Israel. They understood him aright
a8 to the fact of the kingdom, bnt the
time of its manifestation they falled to
grasp.  The disciples should be de- |
fended against the reprogch for having
n materinlistic conception, The king-
dom Is stlll to come; the time of its
eoming Is known only to God

3. To show the disciples thut thelr
business was tn witness for Christ to
the uttermost parts of the earth (vw,
4, B, 8.) This witnessing was to he done
In the power of the spirit, the result of
which would be the formation of &
new body, the chureh, ealled out from
the world in the time of the postpone-
ment of the kingdom.

4. To show the disciples the scope
of thelr misslonary nctivity (v.8). This
18 shown to be as wide ns the world it-

self. They were to begin nt home and
enrry the good news concerning Christ |
to the uttermost parts of the earth.
Mission work begins nt home and ends
with the bounds of the earth.

6. To show the disciples that Christ
will henceforth operate from heaven.

They were to work on the earth, but
the source of thelr power wis In henv-
en. Though he Is sepoarated from the
disciples It will not be forever, for he
will come agnin, He will come ggaln
a8 the God-man, our mediantor. The
words of the men in white apparel
have a double signifiennee,

(1) To show that Jesus will come
again,

(2) To show that In the meaontime
they should set to work In the dis-
charge of their commission, and not be
gazing up into heaven. The Lord's In-
struction to the diseiples was, “Occupy
til I come” (Luke 19:13), Those who
have an Intelligent hope touching the
coming of Christ are not sky-Znzers,
but are desdly In earnost witnessing
for Christ.

Divine Descent.

The Ilncongrulty of the Bible with
the age of its hirth; Its freedom from
earthly mixtures; its original, unbor-
rowed, solltary greatness: the sndden.
ness with which It broke forth amidst
the general gloom; these to me are
strong Indlcations of Itz divine de
scent; 1 cannot reconcile them with &
human origin—Channing.

When It ls Hard to Pray.
Tt is hard for a man to pray accord
Ing to Gud's will If he 1s not lving ac
eording to it
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Henvy finen in onturnl color makes
collars und enlls and sometlhmes vies-
tees on sorge onssplede frocks, Noodle
work In yorn or sk fluss i8 more used
for decormetion  thun anything  elsa.
'sually vne or two colors in controst

to the frock are assd and the designs
The Hitle froek ple-
mared for the girl of six years I8 o good
moded for nny sort of material—wool,
Hnen, heavy cotton or plaln wash silk.
Wool apd lnvn are most worth while,
for the stitchory that must be put In
by hud

Collors and cuffs or vestees o heavy
noturnl linen nre beautifal in combi«
nition with blue, brown or greon wools
They tre mpde so that they can

mnsr e simple,

Kets e pecessury 1o eunch dress,

For Fa_li_M(;toring

To shade the eyes or not to shade |1t Is for youthful wesrers and shading

the eyes, that 1s the question to be
decided when the guest is for auro
bobnets for fall motoring. There are
Reveral reéquisites thot the successfual

bonnet or hat or cap must fill,  Firat
of all it must siny on: oo warter whit
winds may blow or how much the driv
or manages to excesd the speod himit
To woliile aliout of come off is the un-
forgivable #ln o a plece of motor head
woear, Besides this Indigpensable fea
ture—and egually Importunt—the bon
net must messure up to s wearer's
Ideas of becomingness,

Comfort n all our apparel s an nt-
tribute that (It nlmost goes without
saying) Is required of it toduy. Near-
Iy all the hats and bonnets for wmo-
toring have small brims, or visors st
the front for shading the eyes, but
there are some turbauns and caps that
are brimless, They are In the mi
porlty ; 8o It Is evident that If the gques-
tlon of shading the eyes or not were
put to the popular vote—the eyes
would have 1. Nevertheless, the
“Blus Devil® tam Is so dear to the
heart of young Americans thut It en-
ters the ranks of fall hats for motor-
wear, It sticks to the head a8 recure
Iy as & French soldler to & Sammy, and
withstands shocks of wind sand wenath-
er without betraying thelr punlshmeat,

the eyes |s not a matter of concern
with 11, There are veils and goggles
for thot—it shading Is needed. This
tum, made of sk, appears at the left
of the two pletures,

At the right there is u corduroy bon-
net—clearly of Dutch bonnet insplra-
ton. It has n becoming drooplug brim
ull about the face, but & brief brimlegs
Space aeross the bnck.,. Here s a bid
of strategy, which is successful in
ing the bonnet on the head. A whort,
strong elusiie band Is set into the base
of the erown ut this polnt and its ten~
slon makes the bonnet hug the head.
The crown |s flexible and the bonnet
hne o soft linlng of silk. Everyone
knows the enduring quality of cordu-
roy und this model will surely com-
mend itself to motorists. A small
chiffon vell, gathered over an «
cord with snup fasteners at the in
ensy to adjust oo it—and easy to take

oft, k

Organdie for Brideamalds. -

Never were bridesmalds more charm ¥
ingly frocked thanm in the exquisite Wk
orgundle dresses Introduced this meu- '
son, o,




